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to be so corrupted, or at least something so different from what I think right, as to maintain, that a member of Parliament should go along with his party right or wrong. Now, Sir, this is so remote from native virtue, from scholastick virtue, that a good man must have undergone a great change before he can reconcile himself to such a doctrine. It is maintaining that you may lie to the publick; for you lie when you call that right which you think wrong, or the reverse \ A friend of ours, who is too much an echo of that gentleman, observed, that a man who does not stick uniformly to a party, is only waiting to be bought. Why then, said I, he is only waiting to be what that gentleman is already.'
We talked of the King's coming to see Goldsmith's new play.—' I wish he would Y said Goldsmith ; adding, however with an affected indifference,' Not that it would do me the least good.' JOHNSON. ' Well then, Sir, let us say it would do him good, (laughing). No, Sir, this affectation will nol pass; — it is mighty idle. In such a state as ours, whc would not wish to please the Chief Magistrate?' GOLD SMITH. ' I do wish to please him. I remember a line ir Dryden,—
"And every poet is the monarch's friend."
It ought to be reversed.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, there are fine: lines in Dryden on this subject:—
"For colleges on bounteous Kings depend, And never rebel was to arts a friend VJ
1 'Party,' Burke wrote in 1770 (Thoughts on the Present Discon tents),' is a body of men united for promoting by their joint endeav ours the national interest upon some particular principle in whicl they are all agreed. For my part I find it impossible to conceivi that any one believes in his own politics, or thinks them to be of an; weight, who refuses to adopt the means of having them reduced int< practice.' Payne's Burke, i. 86.
a On May 5, and again on Nov. 10, the play was commanded by th< King and Queen. Prior's Goldsmith, ii. 394.
8 Absalom and Achitophel, part i. 1. 872.
Generaiar, note. '" !Vr1ntj»;*," stiil litirkr, "Utnr never arose: in thirt country, nor in any mtwiry, tt iimn of « m«'tr pointed and finished wit." ' Payne's /«V//vfr, i, 14/1.
